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Across much of the country buildings have been made of brick, rather than stone, from the
Roman period onwards. High-status buildings of the Tudor and Stuart eras were often built of
clay brick, but it was only in the nineteenth century that the use of brick in rapid industrial and
urban development saw a massive increase in brick production. Mechanisation of the various
processes, along with the development of new kiln technologies, enabled this increase in output.
Age-old clamp kilns were replaced by kilns capable of turning out thousands of bricks per week.
Because bricks had a very low individual unit cost, and because so many were needed for each
new building, brickmaking was always a localised industry: wherever suitable raw materials
occurred close to the intended market, brickworks would spring up. The thousands of sites that
existed at one time or another have mostly been swept away and brickmaking now is
concentrated in relatively few sites.This book explores the history of the brickmaking industry
and looks at production sites from the past and the present.

About the AuthorDr David Johnson is a geographer and landscape archaeologist, based in the
Yorkshire Dales, who specialises in vernacular uses of upland landscapes and has lectured and
written on various aspects. Among his publications are Limestone Industries of the Yorkshire
Dales, Quarrying in the Yorkshire Pennines, and An Improving Prospect? A History of
Agricultural Change in Cumbria, all published by Amberley. --This text refers to the paperback
edition.
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P D Jones, “Excellent coverage of Brick Making technology in the UK. Lavishly illustrated and up
to date. Told me everything I needed to know about this Industrial History subject. My
Grandfather was involved in the trade in the Somerset area. Nice book and reasonably priced.”

Robert Smith, “place of brick made. Good”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 3 people have provided feedback.
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